style. But there are many technical illustrations--photographs, diagrams, tables, and spectra. The sources of these illustrations are rarely cited. There are no references or even suggestions for further reading. It's an unfortunate omission. There are a great many interesting tidbits, mentioned in passing, for which I wish I could track down the source. In contrast, chapter 8 on the biological applications of diamond, written by J. P. Lin, has the form of a standard technical review paper including a 40-entry bibliography It is not easy to decide what to make of this book and what to recommend to the perspective reader. It is a jumble of fascinating information, wild speculation, and a considerable leavening of mistakes, the latter ranging from the grammatical to the seriously factual. As an example (p. 60), "Most kimberlite pipes were extruded about 100 million years ago, but the diamonds they carry could have been formed even 30 billion years earlier." Given that the age of the Earth is 4.5 billion years and the age of the Universe 13-15 billion years, that statement is to be seriously doubted.
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